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When I was a kid it REALLY bothered me that people laughed at the 70’s sitcom All In The Family… I 
mean what’s so funny about a working-class family man and his incessant bigoted clashes with everyone he 
comes into contact with, especially his son-in-law, who Archie delights in calling “Meathead.” 1 I guess back 
then, you could say that I was just too sensitive. Maybe I still am? But tell me, do you think it would fly today? 
I think it’s just that we’ve come so far, 
and yet, we have so far to go. I don’t 
know.  

I love my mom and dad and 
older brother, and they love me. It was 
out of that love that over the past decade 
they would regularly critique my activity 
on social media. It wasn’t the content 
they were critiquing, they actually 
supported and liked most of it; rather it 
was the regularity of my posts. They 
knew what a work-a-holic I am, it runs 
in the family after all, they just firmly 
believed that it appeared to those who 
don’t know me that I was wasting my 
time, it appeared that I was playing 
around online when I should have my 
nose to the grindstone working.  

I’m not sure if I ever changed 
their minds, but the only thing that got 
them to back off was my assurance that social media was simply a free tool I use, emphasis on free, to promote 
the church and my passion for helping people and organizations help themselves through the difficulties of life. 
I often joked with them that if they’d like to budget a $5-10K/ year PR campaign for me I’d be more than happy 
to put social media behind me. Well, you can guess what that did, it pretty much ended the conversation.  

Did you notice in today’s lectionary gospel lesson something similar between Jesus and his family?  I 
know, right, it’s so unthinkable that we ignore it or change it to suit our liking, but the fact remains Christ’s 
family went to restrain him, yes, take him by force, if necessary, because they feared he was out of his mind.  

I recently posted this question, You meet your 18-year-old self and can say 3 words. What do you say? 
And I got great responses like: ‘Trust your gut.’ ‘Shut up and listen.’ ‘Believe in you.’ And ‘Pause.’ I got some 
reflective/risk-taking responses like: ‘Crash and burn.....’ ‘Hold onto your hat!!!’ ‘Have more Fun.’ And ‘What 
the “H” “E” “double hockey sticks” (hell).’ I got some good old-fashioned wisdom like: ‘Avoid Negative 
People.’ ‘You are enough.’ ‘Always be kind.’ ‘It gets better.’ And ‘Let it go.’ And my favorite response as a 
dad of 3: ‘Thank your parents.’ Now don’t get me wrong we also got funny ones like: ‘Don’t do it (three times)’ 
or ‘You gorgeous thing.’ ‘Invest in Apple.’ ‘Buy Amazon stock.’ ‘Wear sunscreen darnit (damnit).’ But it was 
the last response that makes the point. The three words that you would say to your 18-year-old self, “I love 
you.”  

Isn’t that what it’s all about? Love. I’m not trying to be overly simplistic. This is very complex. You see, 
I am overly sensitive and in my sensitivity, I misjudge things sometimes. The thing that we like about “All In 
The Family”, is that despite their differences, they stay together. Why? Because they love each other. The thing 
about my parents and brother and social media. They misjudged how social media savviness and technological 
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know-how would be such a blessing for 
my new ministry at Calvin to the point 
that instead of being derailed by a 
pandemic, we were able to stay right on 
track. And we all misjudge what the 18-
year-old us really needs. Sure, you’re 
gorgeous, and investing in Apple or 
Amazon would be nice, and Sunscreen 
would have preserved our skin, but what 
we all need is to do the will of God. And 
if the will of God isn’t Love, if the will of 
God isn’t to know of God’s love for you 
to the depth that you love yourself and 
want nothing more in life than to share 
that love with everyone God places in 

your life, well then I don’t know what is the will of God!     
Friends, that’s what this odd and uncomfortable scripture is about. Jesus is not being to his family like 

Archie is to Meathead. Rather Jesus is showing us that, whether biological families, adoptive families, or church 
families, all families have problems, but if your family is built on these sacraments, or to say it another way, if 
your family is built on the will of God, or to say it even another way, if your family is built on redemptive, 
unconditional, nonjudgmental love, then your chances of success are strong indeed because you will be All In 
The Family.  

Amen?! 
 

1 https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0066626/  


